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15th ConeREss.] No. 446. [1st SessioN,

AMENDMENT PROPOSED TO THE CONSTITUTION IN RELATION TO TITLES OF
NOBILITY, &ec.

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVRS, FEBRUARY 6, 1818,

To the House of Representatives: WasniNeToN, February 4, 1818,

Pursuant to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31st of December last, requesting informa~
tion of the number of States which had ratitied the thirteenth article of the amendments to the constitution of the
United States, I transmit to the Houwse a detailed report from the Secretary of State, which contains all the informa-
tion that has been received upon that subject.

No time will be lost in communicating to the House the answers of the Governors of the States of South Caro-
lina and Virginia to the inquiries stated by the Secretary of State to have been recently addressed to them, when

they are received at that Department.
JAMES MONROE.
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DEePARTMENT oF STaTE, February 3, 1818.

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31st of De-
cember last, requesting information of the number of States which have ratified the thirteenth article of the amend-
ments to the constitution of the United States proposed at the second session of the eleventh Congress, has the
honor respectfully to report to the President that it appears, by authentic documents on file in the office of the
Department of State, that the said article was ratified—

1. By Maryland, on the 25th of Pecember, 1810.
2. By Kentucky, on the 31st of January, 1811.

3. By Obhio, on the 81st of January, 1811.

4. By Delaware, on the 2d of February, 1811.

5. By Pennsylvania, on the 6th of February, 1811.
6. By New Jersey, on the 13th of February, 1811.
7. By Vermont, on the 24th of October, 1811.

8. By Tennessee, on the 21st of November, 1811.
9. By Georgia, on the 13th of December, 1811.

10. By North Carolina, on the 23d of December, 1811.

11. By Massachusetts, on the 27th of February, 1812.

12. By New Hampshire, on the 10tk of December, 1812.

That it further appears by authentic documents, also on file, that the said article was rejected—

13. By New York, on the 12th of March, 1812.

14. By Rhode Island, on the 15th of September, 1814.

15. That it was submitted to the Legislature of the State of Connecticut at May session, 1811; but that as late
as the 22d of April, 1818, according to a letter of that date from Governor Smith, no final decision had taken place
thereon; that, in pursuance of the resolution of the House of Representatives, in conformity to which this report is
made, the Secretary of State addressed a letter to the Governor of Connecticut, and enclosed to him therewith a
copy of the proposed amendment to the constitution, requesting information as to any final decision in relation to
it; and that the answer to said letter, under date of the 22d ultimo, was accompanied by an authenticated copy of
resolutions of the General Assembly of that Commonwealth, declaring that the said amendment was not ratified.

16. That, on the 29th November, 1811, a report was made by a committee of the Senate of South Carolina,
recommending the adoption of the amendatory article, which report was agreed to, and ordered to be sent to the
House of Representatives, in which House a report was also made on the subject on the 7th of December, 1813,
recommending the rejection of the said article, but which report does not appear to have been definitively acted
upon by that House; that the Secretary of State addressed to the Governor of South Carolina a letter, with a copy
of the amendment, of a like tenor and date to that which he addressed to the Governor of Connecticut, to which
he has not hitherto received any answer.

17. And that a similar letter, accompanied also by a copy of the amendment, was written by the Secretary of
State to the Governor of Virginia, from whom, up to this period, no answer has been received at the Department
of State on the subject.

All which is respectfully submitted.
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

Sir: Execuvrive Orrice, CHARLESTON, February 14, 1818.

Your communication of the 7th ultime was received in due time, but, owing to my absence from Columbia, it
was out of my power to give you the necessary information required at an earlier date. You will now receive, enclosed,
authenticated copies of the proceedings of the Legislature of this State upon the proposed amendment of the con-
stitution of which you enclosed me a copy, by which it will appear that the amendment was not agreed to.

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your humble servant,
ANDREW PICKENS.
The Hon. Jorn Quincy Apawms, Secretary of State United States.

Exztract from the Journals of the Senate.

' Novemeer 29, 1811,

The House then took into consideration the following report:

¢ The committee to whom was referred the resolution of the Congress of the United States, proposing an amend-
ment to the federal constitution, in the words following: ¢ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following
section be submitted to the Legislatures of the several States, which, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths
of the States, shall be valid and binding as a part of the constitution of the United States: If any citizen of the
United States shall accept, claim, receive, or retain any title of nobility or honor, or shall, without the consent of
Congress, accept and retain any present, pension, office, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any Emperor,
King, Prince, or foreign Power, such person shall cease to be a citizen of the United States, and shall be incapable
of holding any office of profit or trust under them, or either of them,’ beg leave to report: That they have duly con-
sidered the foregoing resolution, and are of opinion that it ought to become a part of the constitution of the United
States. Your committee, therefore, beg leave to recommend to the Senate to concur in the adoption of the said
resolution, and, when it may be agreed to and concurred in by three-fourths of the Legislatures of the several States,
that it may become a part of the constitution of the United States of America.”

The House, having considered the report, agreed thereto.

Ordered, That the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. By order of the Senate.

OrricE oF CLERK OF THE SENATE, Februa\ry 3, 1818.

Ido hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct extract from the journals of the Senate.
J. MURPHY, Clerk of the Senate.
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Extract from the Journals of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carclina.

DecemBeR 21, 1814.

The committee to whom was referred the message of his excellency the Governor, (No. 5,) calling the attention
of the House to a resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, proposing an amend-
ment to the constitution thereof, passed on the — day of December, 1811, report: That the resolution referred to
the committee was submitted to this House as early as the session of 1811, and referred to a select committee, who
reported favorably, and recommended the adoption of the said amendment; and their report on the said resolution was
several times taken up and considered by this House, and ultimately postponed on the 21st of December, 1811,
without coming o any final decision thereon. That the said resolution was again brought to the view of the Legis-
lature of 1813, by a message from his excellency the Governor, reminding them that no decision had yet been made
thereon, and enclosing a resolution of the Legislature of New Hampshire, approving and adopting the same. That,
at the September session of 1813, a committee was appointed to examine the journals of this House, and to report its
proceedings on this resolution; and that the report made by them was ordered to lie on the table, and was not fur-
ther acted upon during that session. That, at the last session, this resolution was referred to a committee, who re-
ported thereon, and recommended its rejection. It does not appear that this report was ever called up or acted
upon, thus still leaving the subject undecided by any expression of the sentiments of this Legislature. Your com-
mittee beg leave to report that they have had the aforesaid resolution under consideration, and are of opinion that
a respect for the recommendation of the Congress of the United States and for our sister States imperiously requires
that this House should, during the present session, finally make known their sentiments upon the proposed amend-
ment. They beg leave to observe that they are not aware that any evil consequences have resuited from the
existing provisions of the constitution, while, on the other hand, they cannot but believe that the adoption of such
an¥amendment would operate injuriously on innocent individuals as well as the community at large. Under these
views of this important subject, your committee recommend the rejection of the aforesaid resolution, which is in the
words following: * Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Americe in
Congress assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following section be submitted to the Legis-
latures of the several States, which, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid
and binding as a part of the constitution of the United States: If any citizen of the United States shall accept,
claim, receive, or retain any title of nobility or honor, or shall, without the consent of Congress, accept and retain
any present, pension, office, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any Emperor, King, Prince, or foreign
Power, such person shall cease to be a citizen of the United States, and shall be incapable of holding any office of
profit or trust under them, or either of them.” Your committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following
resolutions, viz:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, That the foregoing
amendment, proposed by Congress to the constitution of the United States, be disagreed to, and the same is hereby
rejected on the part of this State.

And be it further resolved, That his excellency the Governor be requested to transmit copies of the foregoing
resolution to the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, and
to each of the Governors of the several States.

Ordcred, 'That the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence.

Covrumsia, February 3, 1818.
I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct extract from the journals of the House of Representatives.
J. MURPHY, Clerk of the Senate.
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